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District Chairman Major Sean 

Murphy was a guest at our AGM 

Paschal Sage, Paddy Lowe and Eamon 

Doyle were ushers; Garret Ryan directed 

the guest and; Denis Carroll bore our 

Branch Standard at islandbridge 

Annual General Meeting. 

The 2009 AGM was held in October at the Railway Hotel rather than our usual venue at the CIE Club due to a clash in 
bookings. Twenty members were present in addition to Area Chairman Major Sean Murphy and the County Field 
Officer Mrs. Pam Roche who attended as guests. 

Branch Chairman Paddy Lowe opened the meeting, warmly welcoming our guests from HQ Dublin and proceeded to 
deliver a very positive account on the state of the Branch in 2008-9.  Branch Secretary Denis Carroll followed similarly 
and provided a good account of the broader issues generally affecting Legion Branches. 

The Branch President Paschal Sage reported as Welfare Officer informing the AGM that quite a few cases had arisen 
since the last meeting. All had been very successfully handled by the branch with superb backup from HQ Dublin. He 
said that the Royal British Legion is still very relevant as a support to ex-serviceman and their families in Ireland and his 
involvement in welfare matters strengthens this view to him in each and every case. 

Branch Treasurer Mr. Joe Nulty presented his financial report and was pleased to inform members that our branch 
finances were in healthy shape as the 2009 records showed. The annual accounts were approved and passed. Joe then 
announced his decision to step down as Branch Treasurer for a while, taking a gap year.  He thanked all the members 
for their support during his time as treasurer. Chairman Paddy Lowe thanked Joe, telling him he had been a great 
Treasurer and servant of the branch. Paddy also reminded the AGM that Joe has been with the Branch since 1991, 
eighteen years in all, and has been Treasurer for fourteen of them.  We all wish him well in his time off. 

At the last Branch meeting Paschal Sage proposed Vice-Chairman Mr. Eamon Doyle for the anticipated position of 
Treasurer and this was seconded by Paddy Lowe. Eamon accepted his nomination and was elected Treasurer 
unopposed at AGM.  Joe O’Mahony then proposed Mr. Len Hawkins for the new vacancy of vice-chairman and this was 
seconded by Mr. Garret Ryan.  In the absence of other nominations Len was duly elected at AGM. We know that the 
two new officers will carry out their new roles within the Branch to the best of their abilities. 

Mr. Jim Quin, the branch Poppy Appeal Organiser, told the meeting that all was ready for the very important ANNUAL 
POPPY APPEAL collection which starts Thursday 5

th
 until Saturday 7

th
 November 2009.  He said that boxes of Poppies 

and collecting tins will be issued at our next meeting but made a final appeal for more collectors to which one of our 
newest members, Major Brian Duffy, volunteered his time. 

The Chairman then invited Major Sean Murphy to address the AGM. As ever, it is 
lovely to see Sean back down our way and he too said he is delighted to be back to see 
us here in Limerick. In his address he emphasised  and acknowledged the genuine 
contribution made by the Limerick 
members to British Legion activities in 
Ireland. We may be one of the smaller 
branches he said but we give a full 
share. In particular he thanked those 
Limerick members who offered their 
services at the 2009 RBL Annual 
Wreath Ceremony at the War 
Memorial Gardens Islandbridge in July.  He said this very important ceremony went off 
very well due in no small way to the efforts of Limerick members. Our own Pat 
Mulcahy proved an excellent ADC to him as organiser and he looked forward to the 
next occasion. 

Mrs. Pam Roche offered an informative and entertaining chat on current changes in 
the Legion administration. She too has had a change of title and is now the “County Field Officer”.  Pam also said that 
she loves the Limerick Branch and she will be coming down for the Branch Dinner in January. The Chairman and 
President both thanked our guests for their very kind words – it was reiterated that both Major Sean and Pam were 
held to be true friends of our Branch and that Pam was an amazing resource for us day to day. It is felt here in Limerick 
that the work they do and the support and encouragement they give us is second to none. 

The Chairman asked if there was any other business, there being none, he closed the 2009 AGM. 

Tea, coffee and finger snacks were provided by the Railway Hotel with delicious supplementary baking treats by 
Branch Social Secretary Bridie Fahy – thank you Bridie, the Barmbrack was special. 
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WW2 Memorial at  
St Mary’s Cathedral 

 
 

Standard Bearer 
Denis Carroll 

 
 

 
As usual members were fully engaged and committed to the various ceremonies of Remembrance taking place in and 

around Limerick during the fortnight of Remembrancetide. 

King’s Island Military Cemetery  
As always King’s Island Military Cemetery was our first venue for the Annual Poppy Cross 
Ceremony which we held there on Sunday 1st Nov at 10.30.  The exceptionally wet October 
weather left the graveyard very sodden and the pools of water everywhere forced us to 
whatever high ground was available for the ceremony.   

The Church of Ireland Dean of Limerick, the Very Reverend Maurice Sirr, said the Prayer of 
Remembrance.  Thereafter members planted Poppy Cross’s on all the graves.  A minutes 
silence followed, after which our Chairman Paddy Lowe recited “The Prayer for the Fallen” 
and gave salute as the bugler sounded the Last Post. We then proceeded to St Mary’s 
Cathedral for a service of communion and Remembrance.  On the way the procession 
paused briefly at the Cathedral War Memorial where Pat Mulcahy placed a wreath on 
behalf of the members of RBL Limerick Branch.  

St Mary’s Cathedral  

Ancient St Mary’s is a truly an evocative place for remembrance 
and the superb choir and congregation made this service 
particularly beautiful. Eamonn Doyle and Paschal Sage each read 
a lesson during the service. Before the final blessing Dean Sirr 
called for our Standards to be paraded to the altar whereupon a 
minute’s silence was observed.  Our chairman Paddy Lowe, once 
again recited the “Exhortation”. Dressed in his RBL uniform and 
caubeen of the Royal Irish Rangers Paddy made us all proud as 
he gave the salute on our behalf at the last post.  The final 
blessing was given by the Dean and the Standards retired to the 
rear of the Cathedral.   

After the Service we joined with the congregation for coffee, tea, biscuit and conversation. Our very special 
thanks to Dean Sirr and the Congregation of St Mary’s for their wonderful hospitality to the Royal British 
Legion during the 2009 Remembrance. 

Mount St Laurence Cemetery 

Mr. Jim Quin, our Poppy Appeal Organiser, Mrs. Bridie Fahy and Mr. Denis Carroll placed Poppy 
Cross’s on all the War Graves in Mount St Laurence Cemetery on Tuesday 20th November.  
Cross’s were also placed on the graves of former members of the branch who are buried there. 

 
At the going down of the sun  

And in the morning 

We will remember them 

 

Limerick Remembers 
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Branch Chairman Paddy Lowe 
took the parade 

 
 

Members and friends of the Branch once again took to the 
streets of Limerick and Tipperary over 3 days in November 
to collect on behalf of the 2009 Poppy Appeal. The weather 

during the entire collection period was nothing short of atrocious and it was 
expected such heavy rain and winds could only adversely affect the success of our 
2009 appeal. As it happens nearly 3000 euro was raised; a little down on last year 
but an excellent result nonetheless. A special thanks to those who braved the 
elements to sell Poppies. The effort of our ‘Poppy People’ was ably orchestrated by 
Jim Quin and much credit is due him for finding additional dry venues. 

Remembrance Sunday - Pery Square 

Members of the Branch paraded with invited guests and members of the public at the War Memorial in Pery Square 
for our Annual Wreath Laying Ceremony on what was a beautiful autumn day. Our guests were Mr. Denis McCarthy, 
the Deputy Mayor of Limerick and Mr. Willie O’Dea, TD for Limerick and Minister for Defence.   

The parade was as always under the command of Limerick Royal British Legion. 
Chairman Mr. Paddy Lowe with Colour Party 
brought the parade to attention and commenced 
the Ceremony with a minutes silence on the 
stroke of 11.o’clock. He then recited the Prayer for 
the Fallen, “The Exhortation”, and our bugler Mr. 
Martin Doyle rendered the evocative Last Post. 

Branch President Paschal Sage then approached 
the Memorial and placed a wreath to the fallen on 
behalf of the Royal British Legion. Thereafter, the 
Deputy Mayor Denis McCarthy laid his wreath of 
green laurel on behalf of the people of Limerick. 
Many ex-service organisations followed in turn 
including; the Naval Association, the Royal 
Munster Fusiliers Association, Merchant Navy 
Association, the American Legion in Ireland, the 
Patrick Sarsfield Branch O.N.E.T and members of  
the Irish United Nations Veterans organisation.  
Many private wreaths were also placed on the 

Memorial; one was for Mr Bill Norris from Limavady 
Northern Ireland.  

Paddy Lowe then invited the Deputy Mayor to 
address the parade after which we fell in behind the 
Piper to process to St. Joseph’s Church where we 
joined the congregation at 11.30 am Mass.  The 
Celebrant welcomed all those attending the wreath 
parade to the Limerick Branch‘s Remembrance Mass. 
The bugler rendered Homage during the 
Consecration.  Before the final Blessing the Standards 
were paraded to the Altar, the priest then called upon 
our Chairman to say the Prayer for the Fallen from 
the lectern.  The bugler Martin Doyle sounded the 
Last Post. 

After Mass we returned to the War Memorial and fell out to Pery Hotel for refreshments. The dry weather was so very 
kind to us, but traffic control during observances was not ideal and some cars even insisted on passing through the 
parade rather than turn about – something to think about for next year.  

President Paschal Sage, Limerick TD Willie O’Dea and Dep. Mayor 
Denis McCarthy with Wreath Bearers 
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The Passing of a Generation 

By Paddy Lowe 

In July 2009, Mr. Harry Patch the last surviving soldier of World War I 

died at the age of 111 years. His passing brings a final closure to the 

Great War; there are no more witnesses.  

A Service to mark the final passing of all of this generation of soldiers 

was held in Westminster Abbey on Wednesday 11
th

 November, 

Remembrance Day, in the presence of HM Queen Elizabeth II and the 

Duke of Edinburgh. Many dignitaries of British life past and present also 

attended and this was clearly a very significant occasion. That Paschal 

Sage and I were invited to the Abbey was a great honour. 

We were attending the ceremony as representatives of RBL Ireland and 

Limerick Branch in particular. We arrived at Westminster Abbey early 

and before taking our very good seats we planted Poppy Cross’s in the 

Garden of Remembrance in the grounds of the Abbey itself. 

The Service lasted an hour and a quarter during which the 2-minute 

silence was observed at 11 am and the Cork based actor, Jeremy Irons 

read “Last Post” by the Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy. The Dean of 

Westminster, the Very Reverend Dr John Hall officiated. 

 At the end of the service The Queen laid a Wreath at the tomb of the 

Unknown Soldier within the Abbey.  The wreath was carried by two 

holders of the Victoria Cross: Trooper Mark Donaldson VC (Australia) 

and Lance Corporal Johnson Beharry VC (UK). 

 

It was a remarkable ceremony that achieved an admirable blend of 

pageantry and solemnity so fitting to the occasion. All eyes must now 

surely turn to those surviving veterans and witnesses of World War Two 

whose own sacrifice equaled that of their fathers in so many ways.  

May God bless you Harry Patch and all of your comrades now at Peace. 

Paschal placed a Cross in 

memory of his great uncle 

Joseph Sage, who died in 

WW1 and a second for 

deceased Limerick Branch 

members. Another Cross 

was planted on behalf of 

Pat Mulcahy’s grand uncle.  

I planted a Cross in 

memory of my late brother 

James, who served with the 

American Forces. 

 

Dean of Westminster, the Very 

Reverend Dr John Hall said: 

‘An Unknown Warrior, chosen at 

random to represent all those of 

these islands who had fought and 

died, accorded the highest honour of 

a state funeral, was buried here. 

His grave was to become the focus 

of our national remembrance and to 

have international significance ... 

Now that the last of his comrades 

in arms has gone to his eternal rest; 

we are here once more to remember. 

We remember, with grief, the gas 

and the mud, the barbed wire, the 

bombardment, the terror, the 

telegram; and, with gratitude, the 

courage and sacrifice. Never again, 

they said; the war to end all wars. 

With resolution we remember.’ 



ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  Limerick Branch Newsletter Issue: March 2010 

 Page 6 

 

Events & Announcements 

In Memoriam 
Mr. Michael (Stan) Fitzmaurice  

We regret to announce the passing of our dear member of 15 years, 
Mr. Michael Fitzmaurice. Always known to us simply as ‘Stan’, he died 
peacefully on 5th July 2009.  There was a good turn-out for his funeral.  

We convey our sincerest condolences to his family.  

May he rest in Peace 

We regret the omission of this announcement from our September Newsletter. 

RBL Limerick Branch Dinner & Dance 

Our Annual Dinner & Dance took place at the Hi-Way Restaurant in 
Dooradoyle on the cold evening of the 22

nd
 January 2010.  We had a 

total of 49 members and friends of the Branch.  Sadly however no special 
guests from HQ in Dublin could attend because of a mix-up in dates for 
the National Conference which was scheduled to start in Dublin early the 
very next morning. Their company was missed.  But one member, John 
Harte travelled down from Mountmellick for the dinner/dance! The Hi-
Way put on a splendid 3-course meal with coffee with choices to suit all. 
The meal was delicious and excellent value. Our thanks to the 
management and we will no doubt be returning next year.   

During coffee, Paschal held his raffle for the quilt, donated by Marie 
Hibberd.  The lucky winner was Mick Maguire from Shannon. The raffle 
raised €240 towards the cost of Remembrance Sunday. Congratulations 
to Mick and well done on another successful fundraiser. After a bit of 
dancing and a few drinks, Bridie held her in-house raffle; she had loads 
of prizes on the night and this made it such fun - everyone had such a 
great time.  All praise Bridie, you are not our social Secretary for nothing 
- you put on such a splendid occasion. Next year we might change it to a 
Saturday evening, as long as it does not clash with any other big event.   
 

 O.N.E.T. Dinner/Dance 

The Annual Dinner/Dance of the Patrick Sarsfield Branch ONET was held 
at the Pery Hotel.  The Mayor of Limerick Cllr Kevin Kiely was in also in 
attendance.  Bridie Fahy, Betty McNamara, Maire and Denis Carroll, 
Marie Ward, Mick Devanney and Paddy Lowe attended. A great evening 
was had by all.  

 Membership Matters 
The Branch Membership now stands at 71, down only 1 overall 
since the last year despite the membership secretary’s report 
that he had to send back some seven cards; five new members 
have joined the branch in the last few months. We offer a really 
big welcome to all our new members and look forward to 
knowing you. 

Finally, you may notice we are getting a wee bit more ‘technical’ 
and if you have an email address we’d really like to know it. Let 
Paddy or Paschal know in person or simply email us at: 

rbl.limerick@gmail.com 

Presentation to Gillie 
Beare by Paschal Sage 

Those members involved in welfare 
matters readily appreciate that for 
the Royal British Legion to best 
assist any eligible persons needing 
its help it is important for branch 
officers to get things right. But 
questions can arise at every turn 
and having a knowledgeable 
person always available and ready 
to listen and give advice cannot be 
underestimated. Gillie Beare of HQ 
Dublin is such a person. She has 
given much valuable assistance to 
this branch in welfare matters and 
it was decided to present Gillie 
with a gift. A ‘Brick’ seemed most 
apt for that’s what she is but we 
opted instead to recognize her 
contribution with a lovely 
handmade ‘Poppy’ design quilt by 
Marie Hibberd, the daughter of our 
eldest member Christy Connery 
(see inset). 

 

 

 

At the District Annual Conference 
in Dublin, Paschal asked the 
Director General of the Royal 
British Legion, Mr. Chris Simpkins 
to present the quilt to Gillie Beare 
“in recognition of all the help she 
has given the Limerick Branch in 
our welfare cases”.   

Gillie had no idea this was planned 
and was taken completely by 
surprise.  She was delighted and 
almost speechless.  She thanked 
Paschal and the members of the 
Limerick Branch.   

Good Luck Gillie – and thanks 
again from us all here in Limerick. 

 

mailto:rbl.limerick@gmail.com


ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  Limerick Branch Newsletter Issue: March 2010 

 Page 7 

 

Preserving & Sharing Our Photographic History 

By Brian Duffy 

When researching my own family tree I so often happened upon old 

family photographs in the albums of various Aunts and Cousins. Very 

many were in poor condition but each one was irreplaceable and 

often desperately in need of restoration.  I began initially by paying a 

‘professional restorer’ but very quickly realised that I needed to learn 

to do this myself or go broke. This I did and over a period I have 

developed some skill. Now all my photos are restored, digitised and 

copied. The ravages 

of time are 

reversed or at least 

arrested and loss 

insured against 

with backup files.  

I now turn my attention on preserving other people’s photos. One 

cannot emphasize enough the benefits of restoring; such images are 

not only rescued but they can be easily shared with others in the 

family in digital form or as actual prints; and because there is always 

copy elsewhere sharing old photos in this way is highly recommended as an insurance against loss of the original 

images by fire, flood or time. 

Quite obvious improvements can be achieved to images fairly quickly but one always has to bear in mind that the final 

result is determined by the original; an out of focus original will remain out of focus. You might nevertheless be 

surprised at the effects.  

The main strengths of restoration are in damage repair, especially 

colour, and removal of spots, scratches, cracks, tears and so on. 

Reconstruction is the most time consuming but can also be the most 

satisfying in that the result can seem almost magical (see top 

photo). Old photos too can be very small but are readily enlarged 

without loss of clarity by digital means. 

I now often restore old military photographs for others completely 

free, both as a hobby and as a personal act of Remembrance. I do 

encourage a voluntary donation to a military charity particularly the 

Royal British Legion but this is entirely left to own discretion.  

So, if you have any photographs that might be in need of rescue 

I will be more than happy to take a look to see what may be 

done. 

Contact me on 065 6835035 or 087 9397371 

Email: bscduffy@gmail.com 

[Non-military photos also restored for a fee] 

A coherent portrait can be produced 
even from fragments 

 

 

 Produced men. 

mailto:bscduffy@gmail.com
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Please try to 

attend some of 

these meetings, 

you will be most 

welcome 

 
Branch  

Chairman 
 

Patrick Lowe 
 

8 Shanabooly Ave 
Ballynantybeg 

Limerick 
 

Tel: 061-454607 
  

Branch Secretary 
 

Denis Carroll 
 

2 Windmill 
Cottages Windmill 

Street 
Limerick 

 
Tel: 061-417991 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Newsletter 
Editor 

 
Brian Duffy 

rbl.limerick@gmail.com 

 

 

2010 Branch Meetings and Events Calendar 
 

Wed 06
th

 Jan Branch Committee 8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 20th Jan Welfare 8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Fri 22
nd

Jan ANNUAL DINNER & DANCE Hi-Way Restaurant 8.30 for 9.00pm 

Wed 03
rd

 Feb  Branch Committee 8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 17
th

 Feb Welfare 8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed  03
rd

 Mar  Branch Committee  8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed  17
th

 Mar National Holiday  St Patrick’s Day 

Wed  31
st 

Mar Welfare 8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Sat  10
th

 Apr MASS for DECEASED MEMBERS  St Michael’s Church  6.00pm 

Wed 14th Apr Branch Committee  8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 28
th

 Apr  Welfare 8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 12
th

 May  Branch Committee  8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 26
th

 May  Welfare  8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 09
th

 Jun  Branch Committee  8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 23rd Jun Welfare 8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 07
th

 Jul  Branch Committee  8.15pm  General 8.30pm 

Sat 10th Jul RBL ANNUAL WREATH LAYING Islandbridge 2.30pm 

Sun 11
th

 Jul NATIONAL DAY OF COMMEMORATION  Kilmainham 10.30am 

Wed 21
st

 Jul Branch Committee  8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 04
th

 Aug Welfare 8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 18
th

 Aug Branch Committee  8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 01
st

 Sept Welfare 8.15pm  General 8.30pm 

Wed 15
th

 Sept Branch Committee  8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 29
th

 Sept Welfare 8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 13
th

 Oct Branch Committee  8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Fri 22nd Oct Branch Annual General Meeting  CIE Club 8.30pm 

Wed 27
th

 Oct Branch Committee  8.15pm  General 8.30pm 

Sun  07
th 

Nov POPPY CROSSES CEREMONY at Kings Island Cemetery 10.30am 

Sun 07
th

 Nov  REMEMBRANCE SERVICE at St Mary’s Cathedral 11.15am 

Wed  10
th

 Nov Welfare 8.15pm  General 8.30pm 

Thurs 11
th

 Nov Poppy Collection Limerick and Tipperary  Volunteers 

Fri  12
th

 Nov Poppy Collection Limerick and Tipperary       Needed  
Sat 13

th 
Nov Poppy Collection Limerick and Tipperary               Here 

Sun 14th Nov  Remembrance Parade Pery Square  10.50am 

Wed  24
th

 Nov Branch Committee  8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed  08
th

 Dec Welfare 8.15pm General 8.30pm 

Wed 22
nd

 Dec Christmas Drinks? TBN  9.30pm 


