
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION                                Limerick Branch Newsletter                               Issue: September 2010  

President Paschal Sage  Chairman: Paddy Lowe  Secretary: Denis Carroll  
Page 1 

  

The Annual 
Wreath Laying 
at Islandbridge 

(Photos courtesy of PH Lynch) 
Twenty Eight members 

and friends of the branch 
made the trip to Dublin in 
support of this very 
important RBL occasion 
of Remembrance. 

 The event took place 
took at our unique and 
very beautiful National 
War Memorial Gardens at 
Islandbridge on Saturday 
10

th
 July. Many Limerick 

members had duties on 
the day and travelled up 
Friday for the briefing. 
Paschal Sage booked us all 
into the perfectly located 
Hilton Hotel. 

The guest of honour 
this year was Lt. Gen. Sir 
John Kiszely MC, our RBL 
National President. Here 
on a first visit he was 
pleasantly surprised by the 
spectacle of our 
Islandbridge ceremonial. 

It was particularly 
pleasing to see how much 
this was an “Island of 
Ireland” commemoration 
with Northern Ireland 
Standards on parade in 
very good numbers. Many 

Irish Civic Leaders and 
Foreign Diplomats attended 
as honoured guests and 
about 70 wreaths were laid 
at the monument. 

The Irish Defence Forces 
Band and Ladies Choral 
Society provided excellent 
musical accompaniment in 
difficult circumstances.  

But despite an overcast 
day with intermittent rain 
most guests came prepared 
and the event ran very 
smoothly on the back of 
excellent organization by 
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A word from the 
Editor

 
Welcome to this, the 
second issue of our 
new styled bi-annual 
Branch newsletter. 
 Our aim has always is 
to keep you informed, 
but now you have the 
chance to share your 
thoughts on branch 
matters or events 
with us. We’d love to 
hear from you. To this 
end, we have a new 
email address to 
which contributions 
or your ideas for 
inclusions to future 
issues can be sent. 
Finally, we’d really 
like you to share any 
photographs you have 
of branch events with 
us - Just email me at 
 rbl.limerick@gmail.com 

Brian 

Paddy Lowe with the Mayors of 
Shannon & Belfast 

mailto:rbl.limerick@gmail.com
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RBL HQ Dublin. All involved 
deserve congratulation on 
what was a well run and 
very dignified occasion. 

 
Mick Keily at Islandbridge 

– a grand old ‘Skin’ 

 After the ceremony tea and 
sandwiches were served to 
all by our Limerick ladies - 
Bridie Fahy, Maire Carroll, 
Bridget Maguire and Mary 
Costello. They did us proud. 
Many thanks ladies. 

National Day of 
Commemoration 

 

On Sunday 11
th

 July the 
President of Ireland, in the 
presence of members of the 
Government of Ireland, 
members of Dáil Éireann and 
of Seanad Éireann, the Council 
of State, the Defence Forces, 
the Judiciary and the 
Diplomatic Corps, laid a 
wreath in the courtyard of the 
Royal Hospital, Kilmainham in 
memory of “all Irishmen and 
Irishwomen who have died in 
past wars and on service with 
the United Nations”. 

 This is a remarkable State 
occasion which must focus the 
ceremonial concentration of 
the Irish Defence Forces. As 
usual, the guard of honour to 
the President was provided by 
the impressive Irish Officer 
Cadet Corps. 

The proceedings take the 
form of a multi-faith service of 
prayer which must make this 
an almost unique event in the 
schedule of any State in its 
dedication to all Irish fallen 
regardless of uniform or creed. 
The day was filled with sun 
and predicted rain held off. 

After the ceremony we 
retired to The Great Hall for 
complimentary refreshments.  
The finger food was lovely and 
plentiful and many old salts 
were pleased to see 
restoration of pint glasses 
after the economy of 2009. 

 Before departure Major-
General David the O’Morchoe, 
the President of the Royal 
British Legion in Ireland, 
thanked us for assisting at the 
Wreath Laying. 

___________________ 
There can be little doubt that 
these are a pair of distinctive 
ceremonies in Ireland and a 
thoroughly enjoyable trip to 
Dublin; it isn’t often one has 
an invitation to a ‘State’ 
occasion. So if you haven’t 
been yet, you are really 
missing out and should try to 
attend sometime. I know I 
look forward very much to 
next year - Ed. 

An Evening at Dublin 
Working’s Men’s Club 
After dinner at the Hilton we headed off for a 
most social evening of bingo and music with live 
band at the kind invitation of Dublin Central 

Branch. Sir John Kiszely attended with The 
O’Morchoe and really seemed to enjoy 
himself. He thanked everyone and promised 
to return in 2011. Many thanks to Noel Cullen & 
Dublin Central Branch for another great show. 
 Late on we returned to the hotel for some of 
Paschal’s surprise birthday cake and a few drinks 
to wish him well on his 70

th
 year. 

 

McAleese lays her wreath 
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Members and friends of the 
Branch will sally forth to sell 
Poppies to the public as we 
have done every year since 
1990. Once again your Poppy 
Organizer for 2010 is our 
more than able seaman Mr. 
Jim Quin. 
 
The 2010 Appeal will start in 
Tipperary Town on the 4th, 
5th and 6th of November. We 
are doing Tipperary a week 
early this year and need 
some volunteers willing to 
travel to Tipp for a few hours 
on each or any of these days.  
The Limerick Appeal will 
begin on Remembrance Day 
itself, Thursday the 11th Nov 
and last through to Sat 13tt 

.  
We need as many 

volunteers as possible to 
make this appeal an even 
greater success as it was last 
year. If you can help with the 
collection, with even just a 
few hours of your time, do let 
Jim know on 086 109 8524. 
Otherwise, please pray for 
kinder weather than last 
year. 

 

2010 Annual Outing; 
Renmore Barracks 

On the 28
th

 August, 13 
members of the branch 
headed to Galway on an 
arranged visit to the 
military museum at Renmore 

Barracks (now named Dun Ui 
Mhaoliosa).  

A big difference this year 
was that we travelled from 
Limerick to Galway by train 
and bus rather than a hire a 
coach for our annual outing.  
This was a master stroke by 
the committee who realised 
that since most of the trippers 
had free travel cards the 
branch could save a worthy 
€500 on usual travel expenses. 
Members could also join the 
appointed train along the 
route! 
We were met at the main gate 
by Lt. Gillian Costello of the 
Irish Defence Forces, who 
escorted us first to a very 
welcome reception of tea or 
coffee and some lovely scones.  

She spoke on the history of the 
barracks then led us on a very 
interesting and informative 
tour of the museum exhibits.  
Built in 1889 as a recruiting 
depot for the Connaught 
Rangers, Renmore has trained 
Irish soldiers for India, the Boer 
War, the Western Front and 
Gallipoli. Renmore continues 

still as a military barracks for 
the Irish Defence Forces and 
UN Contingents to Congo, to 
Lebanon, Somali, Afghanistan 
and Chad have all been based 
there. All of these historical 
periods at Renmore are 
reflected in the small but 
perfectly formed military 
museum dedicated to 
preserving the memories of all 
who served with equal respect 
and dignity. Something we feel 
it did very well. 
 A sincere vote of thanks is due 
the Adjutant at Dun Ui 
Mhaoliosa and Lt. Costello in 
particular for the hospitality 
and attention we enjoyed 
throughout our time there.  
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Limerick 
Remembers 
Gallipoli  
 
On April 25th last the Royal 
Munster Fusiliers Association 
(RMFA), of whom many of us 
are also members, 
commemorated the 95th 
Anniversary of the Gallipoli 
Campaign at Pery Square. 
Wreaths were laid by RMFA 
Chairman Gordon Spillane and 
Brian Duffy, Limerick Branch 
Vice President of on behalf of 
the Royal British Legion (ROI).  
In a short address RMFA Hon 
Secretary Tadhg Maloney, 
outlined the events of that 
morning of 95 years before – 
the bloody beginnings of an ill-
fated 9-month campaign 
would eventually claim the 
lives of 3000 Irish Soldiers - 
including over 660 men of our  
local regiment, the Munster‘s.  

The occasion was certainly 
one of remembrance but also 
of forgiveness, reconciliation 
and respect as Tadhg 
reminded us all of the great 
words of Ataturk (inset). 
This ceremony was also 
notable in probably being the 
first official commemoration 
of Gallipoli in Limerick. It also 
seems to be the only public 
commemoration of Ireland’s 
Gallipoli fallen other than at 
Grangegorman Military 
Cemetery  where the Royal 
Dublin Fusiliers Association 
attend the Dawn 
commemoration of ANZAC 
Day by the Australian and 
New Zealand High 
Commissions.  
The RMFA intend that this be 
an annual event at the War 
Memorial in Pery Square and 
they deserve our full support. 
Congratulations to everyone 
involved. 

“Those heroes that 
shed their blood 
and lost their 
lives... you are now 
lying in the soil of a 
friendly country. 
Therefore rest in 
peace. There is no 
difference between 
the Johnnies and 
the Mehmets to us 
where they lie side 
by side here in this 
country of ours... 
You the mothers 
who sent their sons 
from far away 
countries wipe 
away your tears. 
Your sons are now 
lying in our bosom 
and are in peace. 
After having lost 
their lives on this 
land they have 
become our sons 
as well." 

Ataturk 
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On the 24th May the 
Royal British Legion 
(ROI) was honoured by 
an invitation to Áras an 
Uachtaráin, the home of 
Mrs Mary McAleese, the 
President of Ireland.  

Numbers were sadly 
limited with only 4 
invitations allocated per 
branch. The lucky Limerick 
attendees were our branch 
President Paschal Sage, 
Chairman Paddy Lowe, 
Treasurer Eamon Doyle 
and our Social Secretary 

Bridie Fahy. 
This really was a very 

special occasion – a unique 
opportunity to meet 
Ireland’s most progressive 

and respected Head of 
State at home during her 
final term of office.  

Each member was 
introduced to the President 
on her arrival by Maj. Gen 
David The O’Morchoe and 
Mrs McAleese joined us 
for tea. She circulated 
throughout the company 
and managed to chat 
informally with most 
people before leaving us 
to enjoy an interesting 
tour of her official 
residence. 

(Photo courtesy of Noel Cullen) 

 
  

MEMBERSHIP FEES DUE 

STILL ONLY €17.50! 
Yes, it’s time again to ask you for some of 

your hard earned cash.   

But the really great news is that there is NO 

INCREASE in membership cost for 2011! 

Branch fees have not risen now since 2003 - 

an amazing achievement these days  

 

Fees are payable by the 1
st
 of October 2010 

and it would really help us if you could let me 

have your €17.50 by cash or cheque as early 

as you can. 

New membership cards will be issued 

immediately on receipt of payment. 

 
Eamon Doyle (Treasurer) 

 

At Home with the President 
 

Eamon Doyle 
Branch Treasurer 
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by Brian Duffy 

The aim of The War Graves Photographic 
Project is to photograph every war grave, 

individual memorial, MoD grave, and 
family memorial of serving military 

personnel from WWI to the present day 
and make these available within a 

searchable database. Limerick is now 
complete. 

With more than 1.75 million graves or 
memorials from Commonwealth Nations and 
many from other military forces around the 
world TWGPP is a colossal undertaking and 
is now working as a joint venture with the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 
Ultimately the project will allow families, 
scholars and researchers to obtain, via the 
CWGC or TWGPP websites, a photograph 
of any grave or memorial which for many is 
impossible to visit due to the location. 

This is only made possible through the 
hard work of a group of dedicated volunteers 
many feel the need to remember those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice and realise the 
importance for families to see where their 
loved ones are laid to rest or commemorated. 

This emulates the CWGC ethos to 'Remember 
in Perpetuity'. 

Over this last summer work on 
photographing Limerick war graves has 
proceeded with occasional difficulties. While 
King’s Island Military Cemetery seemed to be 
missing a grave (read more p.8) the great 
Victorian municipal cemetery that is Mount St 
Lawrence proved the greatest challenge. 
CWGC data is of little use in locating specific 
grave sites and many graves here do not 
have CWGC pattern headstones making them 
far from obvious. Some war graves had no 
marking at all and I feared spending many 
hours more than planned for manually 

searching dusty burial registers extracting the 
49 grave locations.  

Fortunately, I quickly discovered Limerick 
City Council (with Limerick City Archive) have 
made the burial registers available online 
recently. This proved extremely helpful as was 
the downloadable map of the cemetery - 
clear and very well produced. With the 
permission of the City Council I have since 
adapted cemetery map as a specific guide to 
Commonwealth war grave locations (above).   

I am happy to report that work here for 
TWGPP is now complete and all Limerick war 
graves are now available online. The CWGC 
has also been provided with the specific 
grave site information.  

I would like to thank those who assisted 
the work in diverse ways: 

 
Anthony Rose Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission – Ireland Officer 
John Sparling,  King’s Island Military Cemetery 
Kenneth Moore Office of Public Works 
Derek Mountjoy Office of Public Works 
Ciara Farrell,  Administrative Officer 

Environment, Limerick City Council 
Flan Haskett Mount St Lawrence Cemetery 
& Staff  Limerick City Council 
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Chairman’s Notes: 

Memberships 
I regret to report the deaths of following 3 
members since our last issue; 
 Christy Connery (9

th
May) was a stalwart 

and benevolent member. 
Jack Moore (13

t
 June) held many offices 

both within Branch and with the RMFA  
William McDermott (14

th
 June) whom we 

rarely met as he lived in the county.  
They will be remembered at our next Mass 
for deceased members.   
May they Rest in Peace. 

We have been joined by 3 new members; 
Michael Shanahan, Margaret Savage and  
Daniel Mulcahy (son of Pat Mulcahy).  
We look forward to making them welcome. 
 Our current membership remains at 72. 
 If you know of someone who could be a 
good member, please tell any member of 
the committee and they will take it from 
there. 
__________________ _________________ 
 

Mass for Deceased Members.  

Was held at St. Michaels Church Denmark 
St on 10

th
 April last and was well attended. 

We had no recent additions.  Fr. Kirwan 
complimented the Branch for remembering 
our late members. 

Annual Conference, Isle of Man. 
3 members of the Branch travelled to 
Douglas for the RBL Annual Conference.  
Branch Secretary Denis Carroll as delegate, 
Maire Carroll and Paschal Sage were 
observers.  In total 17 RBL (ROI) members 
attended.  The “Motion for an increase in 
the fees” was defeated. 

Recruiting/Public Relations 9th Oct 
2010 
We are holding a Recruiting/Public 
Relations family fun day on Saturday 9

th
 

October 2010 at 20.00hrs.  It will be an 
evening of fun and games.  Prizes for each 
game, Raffles, bingo etc. There will be 
auctions during the evening too, so bring 
plenty of money with you.  
Food will be provided half way through the 
evening and parents and children welcome.  
Please come along and enjoy yourselves in 
a great cause. Funds raised during the 
evening will go towards the cost of our 
Remembrance ceremonies. 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

The Branch will hold its Annual General 
meeting on Friday 22

nd
 October 2010 

starting at 20.30 pm.  This is the most 
important meeting of the year and I would 
like you to attend. Uniform and Medals 
may be worn. 
All Officers of the Branch will be up for re-
election, as well as Branch committees.  
Can you see yourself as an 
Officer of the Branch? If 
so, please have your 
sponsor put your 
name forward.  All 
nominations to be with 
the Branch Secretary by 
13

th
 October 2010:  

 
Denis Carroll 
2 Windmill Gardens                                    
Windmill Street                                           
Limerick                                                       
061-41799  

      Paddy 
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War grave rediscovered at 
King's Island Military Cemetery 

 
This year we will have an 

additional grave to commemorate; 
that of Captain Douglas J Wearing.  

The 34 year old RAMC officer 
from Kent, England, died in Limerick 
Military Hospital on Armistice Day 
11-11-1918 but at the request his 
family he was buried in a family style 
grave without a CWGC stone. Over 
the many years his marker became 
obscured and forgotten among the 
other pre-WW1 burials. This war 
grave was rediscovered during 
recent research for The War Graves 
Photographic Project by Brian Duffy. 

 

 
The ‘lost’ grave of 

Captain DJ Wearing RAMC 

Remembrancetide 2010 
 
With November almost upon us our 

thoughts turn to our Remembrance 
programme. All members and friends of 
the branch are encouraged to attend one 
or more of these events. All are welcome. 

 
7th Nov: King’s Island Military 

Cemetery & St Mary’s Cathedral 
At 10 30 am we gather at the King’s Island 

Military Cemetery to place Poppy Crosses on 
the war graves. The Rev. Jane Galbraith will lead 
us once again in a prayer of Remembrance.  

At 11.15 we will join with the congregation 
and choir of nearby ancient St. Mary’s Cathedral 
for Communion Service. A Ceremony of 
Remembrance with Standards will take place 
before the final blessing.  Refreshments will be 
available at the end of this lovely Service. 

 

14th Nov: Annual Wreath Laying   
The War Memorial, Pery Sq. 

The Mayor of Limerick, Mrs Maria Byrne, 
City and County Councillors and representatives 
of the Defence Forces are officially invited.  We 
look forward very much to seeing contingents of 
all the Ex-service organizations, The Naval 
Association, Merchant Navy, Patrick Sarsfield 
Branch O.N.E.T, American Legion in Ireland, the 
Royal Munster Fusiliers Association, IUNVO and 
others with us on this the most important day in 
the Royal British Legion calendar. 

To make sure the minute silence begins at 
11.00 am sharp the parade will start promptly 
at 10.55 am but please arrive by 10.40 am to 
allow for marshalling and admin. Any person or 
group wishing to lay a wreath should give their 
name to the Chairman before the ceremony.  

Following at 11.30 am, Flags & Standards 
will parade to a Remembrance Mass at St. 
Josephs’ Church in the presence of the Mayor 
of Limerick. Standards will parade to the Altar 
just before the final blessing.  Refreshments will 
be served at The Pery Hotel after Mass. 

During Remembrancetide members of the 
Limerick Branch will also visit Limerick’s Mount 
St Lawrence Cemetery to plant poppy crosses 
on the war graves there and on the graves of 
our deceased members. 

 

  Editor 
 

 

Lest We Forget 


