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District Shield Comes to 
Limerick 

 

 

A word from the 
Editor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I think 2011 is fated to be a 
very special year. Not just 
on account of the 90th 
Anniversary of the Royal 
British Legion you 
understand, because we 
know this will be a much 
bigger affair in the UK than 
in the Republic. But much 
else seems to be happening  
here in 2011.  
As I write this, Ireland have 
just beaten England at 
CRICKET! Now I’m no real 
fan but still, you’d think 
“Not in a 100 years!” and I’ll 
marvel at a miracle as well 
as any man.  
But next thing  I’m hearing 
is that the President’s office 
is announcing that HM The 
Queen will make a State 
Visit to the Republic, 
probably in May. Two very 
historic yet most unlikely 
events co-occuring - I’m 
amazed!. You’ve gotta love 
2011 and wonder...it’s still 
only March! 
Cead mile failte Ma'am, 

Ireland waits to welcome you. 
 

 

 

 

     It's always great to 
start a New Year with 
some really good news. 
This year we got off to an 
excellent start in January 
when Limerick Branch was 
announced as the 2010-
11 winner of “The District 
Shield" at the RBL ROI 
Annual Conference in 
Dublin. This handsome 
and quite historic shield is 
awarded to an ROI Branch 
in recognition of the hard 
work of it’s members 
throughout the preceding 
year.  

Mr. Russell Thompson 
OBE, the Royal British 
Legion Director of 
National Events and 
Fundraising made the 
presentation and it 
was accepted on behalf 
of the Branch by Paschal 
Sage. 

Was it a surprise? 
Most definitely, because 
there has been some 
first-rate work by other 
branches in 2010 and we 
have much reason to be 
delighted by this special 
acknowledgement being 
paid by ROI County to 
the involvement of 
Limerick  RBL members. 

Unfortunately our 

Chairman Paddy Lowe 
was recuperating after a 
spell in hospital and was 
unable to be there. But 
on word of the good 
news he sought to 
congratulate and thank 
members for their 
commitment to welfare 
work with veterans, the 
Irish Poppy Appeal, to 
the various remembrance 
events both at local and 
national level and for our 
exemplary representation 
of the Legion in Limerick. 

 We certainly hope 
this new accolade will 
speed Paddy’s return to 
full branch Stewardship. 
– Ed 

BRANCH NEWSLETTER 

March 2011 
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A well attended Branch AGM 
was held in October in the 
presence of County Chairman, 
Major Sean Murphy BEM BA, 
and Mrs Pam Roche BA, the ROI 
County Manager. 
The Chairman Mr. Paddy Lowe 
reported a very busy 22

nd
 year 

and with some bemusement 
said how when he first joined 
way back, he thought we would 
not make it even to 5 years. We 
have much to our credit this 
year he said and particularly 
thanked Mr. John Summers of 
the CIE Club for a great job 
looking after us; and Major 
Brian Duffy for his remarkable 
work designing and managing a 
new Newsletter, Website and 
Facebook page for the branch.  
The Treasurer Mr. Eamon Doyle 
was pleased to report that 

 

Branch funds remained healthy 
and that savings on transport 
costs by members using travel 
cards were most contributory. 
The accounts were passed and 
he thanked his predecessor Mr. 
Joe McNulty for leaving the 
branch accounts in such tidy 
form and for his sound advice 
during his first year in post. 
The Welfare Chairman Mr. 
Paschal Sage also reported a 
busy and successful year with 
many cases effectively dealt 
with. The help of Mrs. Yvonne 
Harrison (SSAFA) and Mrs. Pam 
Roche was acknowledged. 
Poppy Appeal: Organiser Mr. 
Jim Quin regretfully told us that 
he was unable to continue in 
the role but reported that he 
had everything ready to go in 
November. As ever, more 
collectors were needed he said, 
particularly for collections in 
Tipperary Town.  
Jim has served as our PAO for 
years and made an excellent 
contribution every time. All 
were sorry to hear of his exit 
from the role. Mr. Paddy Lowe 
agreed to act as organiser for 
the current season and 
thanked Jim for his excellent 
work for the Poppy Appeal . 
ELECTIONS: As no new 
nominations were received by 
the 13th October, the standing 
branch committee were 
reconfirmed for another year 
(see inset). Branch Delegate 
appointments confirmed: 
Mr. Pat Mulcahy - Conference 
Delegate and Mr. Denis Carroll 
as District Delegate.  

2011 Committee 
 

Mr. Paschal Sage 

(President & Welfare Chair) 

Major Brian Duffy 

(Vice-President and 

Communications) 

Mr. Patrick Lowe 

(Chairman, Membership 

Secretary & Poppy Appeal 

Organiser) 

Mr. Leonard Hawkins 

(Vice-Chairman) 

Mr. Denis Carroll 

(Hon. Secretary, District Rep. 

and Standard Bearer) 

Mr. Eamon Doyle 

(Hon. Treasurer) 

Mrs. Bridie Fahy 

(Social Secretary) 

 

2010 Annual General Meeting 

http://www.rbl-limerick.webs.com/
http://www.facebook.com/connect/uiserver.php?app_id=291549705119&next=http%3A%2F%2Fapps.facebook.com%2Fcityville%2F%3Fperms&display=page&cancel_url=http%3A%2F%2Ffb-0.cityville.zynga.com%2F%3Fperms%3D&locale=en_GB&perms=email%2Cpublish_stream&return_session
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ROI Chairman’s Address 

It’s a splendid thing to be told 
how great you’re doing and the 
ROI Chairman’s AGM address is 
one those times. Major Sean, 
an ‘old Skin’ and never one for 
hanging about, reached straight 
for the big compliments – “This 
branch is great!” he began.  
Now, Midwestern Irishmen and 
Soldiers are both legendary for 
their keen nose for B.S. Since 
this room was full of such men, 
many with claims to both, the 
antennae here are especially 
perceptive. But God bless ‘im... 
he really meant it! 
Foremost in Sean’s mind was 
the support Limerick provided 
to the July Commemoration at 
Islandbridge – judged “simply 
superb”. Islandbridge 2010 was 
very special he said, even 
historic, with the Lord Mayors 
of Dublin and Belfast laying 
wreaths for Ireland’s fallen 
together for a first time.  
 

 
Limerick members were central 
to the logistics of that event 
and our contribution was very 
much appreciated. Singled our 
for particular praise was Pat 
Mulcahy who once again was 
Aide-de-camp to Major Sean 
and the Limerick “Tea Ladies” 
who at little notice manned the 
tea tents (wo-manned surely?) 

and catered for 500 thirsty men 
all huddling from the rain. 
 

On Legion matters he said we 
now live in a highly competitive 
world and must aim to be the 
No. 1 provider of welfare to 
service personnel. He reported 
key organisational changes are 
afoot to raise the RBL profile 
and promote our image. A 
‘return to the basics of the 
1920’s’ and a renewed 
emphasis on ‘Comradeship’ is 
planned; the new RBL strapline 
of ‘Shoulder to shoulder with all 
who serve” highlights this. 
Governance of RBL by people 
with the right skills and 
leadership is also being planned 
for. Branch members will be 
trained in branch management 
and courses are currently being 
made available. Any interested 
branch members should make 
their interest known. 
Turning to Annual Conference, 
Major Sean noted that quite a 
few ROI members attended the 
Isle of Man this year and all 
gained a genuine insight into 
national operations. But he said 
that the Legion is running at a 
loss just now and however 
unfortunate, it is simply 
essential that a increase in the 
Legion subscription to £16 (€20) 
is approved in 2011. 

Returning to local themes, 
Major Sean complimented 
Major Brian Duffy on the 
quality of the Limerick Branch 
Newsletter and suggested that 
local papers might be 
interested in some of our 
doings. He finally thanked all 
the members for our large 
contribution and expressed the 
wish that all branches were as 
openly active as we were.  
County Manager Mrs Pam 
Roche then rose to include her 
own good wishes; “I love 
coming here” she said, “for your 
faith”... adding “you could be a 
model for the other ROI 
branches”. She too singled out 
Mrs Bridie Fahy and the other 
ladies of the branch who so 
wonderfully stood to in the Tea 
Tents at Islandbridge – it was 
excellent work in quite difficult 
circumstances she said.  
Pam now reported that welfare 
funding is becoming more 
difficult to access - due to the 
war in Afghanistan where up to 
£500k has been awarded to 
severely injured soldiers. But 
still, 597 cases received 
financial assistance in the ROI in 
2010 and despite Irish 
economic pressures the Poppy 
Appeal here was only a little 
down on last year. 
On the RBL affiliation fee she 
says decreasing membership 
means the Legion is short £4 
million annually. This issue 
must be resolved soon. But 
membership is up 1% in the 
ROI. The message she says is to 
stick with it and REMEMBER 
THEM! We say quite right Pam 
and great to have you both 
here in Limerick! - Ed 

L/Mayors of Dublin & Belfast 
Gerry Breen & Pat Convery 

Photo: PH Lynch / B Duffy 
 

Aide Pat Mulcahy keeps a 
weather eye on Maj.  Murphy 

Photo:  PH Lynch 
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The Remembrance Sunday 
Wreath Laying Ceremony 
took place at the War 
Memorial in Limerick’s Pery 
Square on the 14th Nov. and 
was well attended by 
veterans and general public.  
After the silence and Last 
Post, wreaths were laid by 
the Deputy Mayor Cllr. 
Michael Hourigan, on behalf 
of the City and citizens of 
Limerick, and on behalf of 
Shannon Town by the Mayor 
of Shannon Cllr. Tony 
Mulcahy. Mr. Willy O’Dea TD 
and IDF Capt. Michael 
Hickey were also guests. Our 
Branch President, Paschal 
Sage laid a wreath of 
Poppies on behalf of the 
Royal British Legion in 
Ireland. Official Wreaths 
were also laid at the 
Cenotaph by 
representatives of The 
American Legion in 
Ireland, O.N.E., 
I.U.N.V.A., Merchant 
Navy, The Irish Naval 
Association, and 
The Royal Munster 
Fusiliers 
Association. In 
his address Cllr. 
Hourigan 
reminded the 
assembly of the 
many similar 
events taking place 
all over the free world 

at that moment. People are 
sharing this time to 
remember together those of 
their countrymen who had 
made the ultimate sacrifice 
in the cause of that 
freedom. Ireland, he 
remarked, had contributed 
in full measure to those just 
causes and it was just and 
right that we remember 
those men and women who 
never returned. He thanked 
the Limerick members of the 
Royal British Legion for their 
role over many years in 
commemorating the 

Limerick Fallen and 
upholding their memory at 
home. He complimented us 
too for our continuing 
welfare work among 
veterans of those conflicts.  

The Pery Square ceremony 
was followed by a 
Remembrance Mass at St 
Joseph's celebrated by Fr 
Tom Mangan.  Fr. Tom 
moved many by his sensitive 
exposition to the 
congregation as to our 

reason and purpose on 
this special day. He 
left none to doubt 
that he had 

independently 
researched the War 
Memorial and its 
local history. 

His informed 
references 

throughout the 
Mass to the Royal 

British Legion, the 
war memorial and it’s 

special local relevance 
were remarkable. That he 
made printed copies of his 

2010 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY at Pery Square 

Mayor of Shannon, Tony 
Mulcahy with President 

Paschal Sage 

John Kelly laid a personal 
wreath in remembrance of his 
Munster Fusilier grandfather. 



ROYAL BRITISH LEGION                                   Limerick Branch Newsletter                              Issue: March 2011 

Page 5 

 

research available for 
members the congregation 
to take away with them at 
the end of the service was 
just impressive.  

Few walked from this 
service without a greater 
self pride and a rejuvenated 
sense of purpose as we face 
into our 90th year in 2011. 
Sincere thanks are due both 
Cllr. Hourigan and Fr Tom 
for their thoughtful remarks 
on Remembrance, Limerick 
and the Royal British Legion. 

 After Mass a very well 
attended social was held at 

the Pery Hotel where 
members of all participating 
organisations gathered and 
renewed friendships for 
another year.  

I would also like to thank 
professional photographer 
Pat Browne of Munster 
Images who attended and 
took some quite wonderful 
images of the occasion.  

I am also requested to 
pass to you the well 
deserved appreciation of 
our President Maj. Gen. the 
O’Morchoe to whom these 
events were reported. 

 We must add a 
special thanks to 
Chairman and 
Parade Marshal 
Paddy Lowe and 
Denis Carroll, 
Branch Standard 
Bearer, whose 
efforts were 
instrumental in 
making this day the 
success it was. 

 
Brian Duffy 

Additional photography 

courtesy of Neville Gawley, 

Sean Willis & Brian Duffy 

D/Mayor of Limerick Cllr. Michael 
Hourigan laid the City Wreath and 
gave a stirring address. 

Members Sgt Oliver and 
Eamon Doyle (RN) and Gerry 

Humphreys (RAF) 
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Chairman’s Notes: 
 First off, I would like to say a 

big thank you everyone who sent 

their good wishes or visited me 

during my unexpected soujourn 

in hospital over Christmas. Also 

to those committee comrades for 

taking up the slack while I get 

myself fully fit. I am well on the 

mend and thank you all. 

 Thank you too to all those 

members who  braved the 

terrible weather last November 

to collect for the Poppy Appeal. 

Special gratitude to Jim Quin and 

Eamon Doyle who between them 

put in the most time ‘on the tins’ 

as well as representing us at the 

fundraiser at St Mary’s Cathedral 

on a very cold day. Your efforts 

are much appreciated chaps. 

  
Another ‘star’ is Mrs Angela 
Mortell who volunteered to go 
collecting with me onto the 
streets of Tipperary on days 
when the cold wind proved 
legendary -  I hope there is no 
lasting damage Angela. 

 

 
-o-o- 

Annual Mass for 
Deceased Members 

This Mass will be said at St. 
Michaels Church in Denmark St 
at 6 pm on 30

th
 April. I would 

really like a good attendance 
for this event. We will be 
especially remembering Mr. 
Christy Connery, a veteran of 
WW2,  who died 9

th
May; Mr 

Jack Moore, a past officer of 
the branch who died 13

t
 June 

and Mr. William McDermott 
who died 14

th
 June. 

May they Rest in Peace 

-o-o- 

Islandbridge 2011 

 
July 9-10 is the really big date 

for the RBL ROI weekend and 

will be on us before we know it. 

Being the 90th Anniversary Year, 

we want a big turn out.  

Do remember that combined 

with the Irish National Day of 

Commemoration at Kilmainham 

on Sunday this is a very grand 

weekend in Dublin and the last 

occasion to see President 

McAleese at this State ceremony.  

Details are not yet finalised but 

will likely be similar to 2010 

when we stayed at the Hilton, 

Kilmainham. Please let myself or 

Paschal Sage know as soon as 

possible if you are interested in 

 attending.. and even helping 

with the running of the Saturday 

commemoration. We have a 

good reputation for this and 

would like to get an early 

estimate of numbers.  

-o-o- 
The Royal Munster Fusiliers 

Association 

 
RMFA will again mark the 
anniversary of the Gallipoli 
Campaign on the 25

th
 April 

(Easter Monday) with parade 
and wreath laying at the War 
Memorial in Pery Square. RMFA 
Chairman Gordon Spillane tells 
me all are welcome. Those 
wanting to paticipate should 
Muster by 10.35 am in Pery 
Square. 

 -o-o- 

Paddy 

  
Jim Quin & Eamon Doyle at 

St Mary’s Cathedral 

Angela Mortell 

Photo: H Briggs 
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Eleven branch members 
braved a storm to travel to 
Ennis in Co Clare to lend our 
support to a Remembrance Day 
Commemoration for the Clare 
casualties of the Great War. 
This was only the 3rd such 
commemoration held in the 
county since the 1920's and 
was organised by a small group 
of relatives of the fallen, local 
clergy and historians who 
honoured us with an invitation 
to parade our branch Standard. 

 Public attendance was very 
much hampered by the severe 
weather and even the Piper 
missed the occasion because as 
an ESB linesman he was 
required elsewhere to restore 

power. Undaunted, organiser 
Mr. Peadar McNamara steered 
the event without falter. 

Wreaths were laid on behalf 
of the people of Clare by Cllr. 
Brian Meaney (GP), Limerick 
Branch RBL and the Irish Great 
War Society who paraded in 
uniforms of Irish Regiments of 
WW1 and gave the salute. 

The keynote speech “A 
Century of War” was given the 
distinguished Irish Army officer 
Colonel Michael Shannon, a 
founding member of the Island 
of Ireland Peace Park at 
Messines and Director of the 
Irish Peace Institute.  

The Clare Remembrance Day 
Committee is doing a splendid 

thing for the 
revitalization of 
remembrance in 
County Clare and 
plans for a major 
memorial within 
the town to the 
Clare fallen are 
well advanced.  

Bravo to all 
involved. - Ed 

Remembering the Forgotten 
Fallen of County Clare 

 
Photo: Caroline Duffy 

WATERFORD 

WAR DEAD 

Branch President 
Paschal Sage recently 
delivered the address at 
a recent launch of the 
"The Waterford War 
Dead" at Dungarvan 
Library and author Tom 
Burnell tells me he did a 
grand job. With three of 
his own relatives listed 
among the Waterford 
fallen, Paschal was 
admirably qualified to 
salute this publication.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Tom Burnell’s County 
series lists all county 
casualties regardless of 
which Force they served 
in and more counties are 
due for release during in 
2011. The Clare book will 
be out in May, Kilkenny 
in August and Laois in 

November. 
A contribution to Irish 
Remembrance that is as 
much overdue as it is 
much appreciated. 
 
Great job Tom – keep 

them coming! - Ed 
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 2011 ANNUAL DINNER & DANCE 
At the HIWAY HOTEL 

What a lovely night this was... good 
friends, grub and a bit of ‘a knees up’. 
Hoary tales were overheard of Korea, 
Suez, Aden and even Pirbright [sic!]. And 
tolerant wives abounded... as I said... a 
lovely night. We were delighted to be 
joined for the occasion by our ROI 
President Maj Gen David the O'Morchoe, 
ROI Chairman Major Sean and Mrs 
Murphy and not least by our great friend 
Pam Roche, ROI County Manager. – Ed. 
  

Quis Separabit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom & Brenda  
McNamara 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Maj. Sean Murphy presented Chairman 
Paddy Lowe with a 20-year service 
badge & certificate. 

Bridie Fahy was presented with a token 
of appreciation by Pam Roche. 

The O’Morchoe on a rare night off from 
having to deliver a speech. 

Paschal gave a  Limerick 
welcome to all 

Pam Roach catches up with  
Suez veteran Tony Fahy 


